
Taft, California     

Greetings from Pete Gianopulos, Class of 1942 

The Taft Newsletter 
  

               HAPPY 4TH OF JULY 
    During the next few weeks, the articles will be about the history of Taft Union High school and 
how it evolved early in the Twentieth Century.  The information about this subject has been taken 
from the book called "A History of Early Taft, California," by Larry Peahl and Pete Gianopulos -- a 
book available from Taft's West Kern Oil Museum or Russo's Books and Kern County Museum in 
Bakersfield.  
    REMINDER: Only 471days until Taft's Diamond Jubilee -- The Taft Oildorado, 
Inc. celebrating Taft's 100th birthday, October 15 to the 25th, 2010.  

    NOTE:  It has been announced that the Kern County Board of Trade, the county's equivalent 
to a chamber of commerce, unanimously voted to present their annual award to Pete Gianopulos 
for his long time excellence in promoting Kern County and the Westside.  Dinner tickets for the 
annual dinner to be held at the Bakersfield Museum of Art may be obtained by calling 661-868-
5376.  The dinner will be held at the 6:30 p.m. 

     Reunion time:  The class of 1954 will be having their reunion on October 17 in Taft.  
Contact Gary Stanfill for information about the reunion -- even those who were in the class at 
Jefferson, Roosevelt, Lincoln or St. Mary's but moved away before the class graduated.  Gary 
can be reached at gary@mobil-equipment.com. 

    The 7th annual MORON Invitational (golf tournament):  Sat., Aug. 8, 
2009  -- Contact Brad Cross for more information at 661-204-6042 

                                       History of Taft Union High School 
                                  (1920 to 1929 -- Continued) 
    On New Years Day 1928 the 35 member Taft Union High School Girl's Band, under the 
direction of Julious Lang, had the unique distinction of marching in the Rose Parade in Pasadena 
before 700,000.  This was the fist entry of the kind in the Rose Parade, and they placed first in 
their division.  A float was also entered representing India, and it was described as being one of 
the most picturesque in the parade.  The band and the float returned to the Rose Parade in 1929 
where they placed second.  The band, without a float, made a third consecutive appearance in 
t930.   
    The Taft Union High School District authorized the establishment of classes at the Junior 
College level starting in September 1922.  The Junior College became the seventieth such 
institution formed in the state.  Classes were initially held on the high school campus using high 
school instructors, and there were only seven students to start with.  Students could now take 
lower division college level classes at little cost while living at home.  Before this, most students 
had to go either to the bay area or Los Angeles for their college education.  The administration 
was under the principal J. T. McGruer until 1925 when John G, Howes became the Dean for the 
junior college. 
    In October 15, 1927, Taft College played its first football game against Visalia Junior College 
Tartars (later to become the College of the Sequoias Game), and suffered a 6-0 loss.  However, 
the following week they made up for that with 56-0 trouncing of Bakersfield Junior College in the 
only game played in Taft that year. The following year they played for the Southern California 
Championship losing to Pasadena 6-0. 
    As with the high schools, there was also an intense rivalry between Bakersfield Junior College 
and Taft Junior College.  Bakersfield also dominated this series winning 18 to Taft's 9 with an 
amazing eight ties.  The teams played annually until games were terminated in 1954 with only 
three Taft wins to that point.  The games resumed in 1974, and Taft won six of the last ten games 
played.   
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    By the end of the decade, the junior college enrollment was up to about 100 and with 18 faculty 
members, many teaching high school classes also.  The rear wing of the main building  was now  
used for JC classes.  Athletic competition now included men's basketball, football and tennis and 
women competed in volleyball and basketball.  In 1929 the men played Long Beach for the state 
championship in basketball, but lost both games.   
    A report was issued stating that all students transferring to the state's universities and colleges 
had all there college courses accepted.  There were 24 students from the graduating class of 
1929 who went on to major universities. 
    Another addition to the educational offerings of the community occurred in November 1926 
when the St. Mary's School and Convent were opened from 4th Street to 5th Street  in the 400 
block north of Woodrow Street to the alley on the north.  
                                History of Taft Union High School  
                                                     (1930 to 1940) 
    In 1930 the high school football field was outfitted with its first lights, installed by the Garratt 
Electric Company, and on October 3 the first football game under the arcs was played, a 53-6 win 
over Hanford High School.  It was a special occasion, and featured a ceremonial kickoff from 
Mayor Clarence Williams to Chief of Police H. R. (Bert) Higgins.      Later in the season Taft High, 
now called the Wildcats since 1928, defeated Bakersfield High for the first time ever.  The two 
teams played to a 13 -13 tie on November 20, and in a rematch five days later Taft won 19-6.  
Then Taft defeated Fresno 6-0 (in Bakersfield) a 0-0 tie.  All of this qualified the Taft High 
Wildcats for the valley championship game at Lindsey High School which Taft won 29-6.  All of 
these playoff games resulted in a 13-game season, which didn't end until the championship game 
on December 16, a full month later than the end of a regular season.  Ed Sewell was the head 
coach and posted a record of 10-2-1.  No high school team would win more games until 1977.  
The star of the football team was quarterback Monty Reedy  
who would go on to play football for the Cal. -- the University of California, Berkeley. 
    Next year the 1931 team continued the winning ways and won nine in a row, including a 14-7 
win over Bakersfield, before losing to Fresno 26-7 in a valley playoff. 
    Sewell's baseball team played their third consecutive valley title in May 1934 and defeated 
Livingston 5-4. 
    Taft hosted the Western States Relays track meet on June 13, 1933 following concerned 
efforts to clean up the field from a flood one week earlier, and Herman Bris of the Los Angeles 
Athletic Club tied a world record in the shot put.  The following year this meet, renamed the Kern 
County Relays, attracted over 300 entries, and Bris broke the world record this time. 
    In August 1931, Taft High's Jack Lynch, age 16, won the National Juniors Singles 
Championship in tennis, and went on to an outstanding career.  Tennis was a popular sport in 
Taft.  Jack's brother Paul along with Paul Newton won the prestigious Ojai Tournament.  Gene 
Meacher became a national collegiate champion. 
    Monty Reedy, who played on the championship Taft High Football team in 1930, was starting 
quarterback for the University of California Golden Bears in 1933.  He would later return to Taft 
High as a teacher, coach and administrator. 
    Taft High moved into a new shop building in 1930 and a new music building in 1932.  In 1934 
the states declared most of the original main building unsafe under the new earthquake 
standards, portions of the main entrance was torn down.  Tents were set up to act as temporary 
quarters.  In September 1935 the Federal Government approved $51,000 towards the 
rehabilitation, but considerably more was needed.  So in November a bond issue for $150,000 
was submitted to the voters and passed convincingly 1780 to 488 (78%).  The project included by 
building a library, study hall, new lobby, classrooms upstairs, a basement and rehabilitation of 
most of the rest of the building.  Then in September 1936, the WPA awarded an additional 
$53,000 for the project so that the district would not have to use all of the bond funds.  Work 
began in December and that section was ready for occupancy about a year later.  Work still 
remained to be done on the north and south wings and bids were awarded for the project in April 
1937 with completion in 1938.  In October 1938 construction began for some additional  
classrooms in back of the auditorium (known as the Auditorium Annex) with  
completion in August 1939. 



                                             Reader's Responses 
From Dave Balser, Class of 1962, from Ventura  
    Wow! Just love reading all responses re: the creamery. I started working @ Jo's Restaurant 
about '62/'63 for whopping 1.50/hr.   (The Jersey Creamery at 510-512 Kern Street, later 
Borden's and the Peacock Dairy and finally Jo's Restaurant.)  
    Jo Binford was sweet person & dearly loved in Taft. Don't know how many dirty dishes I hauled 
into back room, but to a teen-ager, it seemed endless.  
    Brief reference to Steve Barber's mention of Miss Brito...she would occasionally have me make 
"candy" run for her, going with change in hand to corner store across street on San Emidio (R. T. 
Smith's grocery store at 228 San Emidio St.). One day she told me to get a "U-Know" bar. I 
thought "I don't know", so I asked her what it was. She got mad & said "U-Know" in a tone that 
told me not to ask her again. I finally got that it was name of candy bar. Don't ask me how I 
remember this stuff, but Pete, your newsletter with readers' responses is doing this to me. Also 
remember most of elementary school on San Emidio (Taft Primary) being condemned after 
earthquake.  (The 1952 earthquake was a 7.7 on the Rector Scale.). 
    David Balser, class of '62    
From Pete Fischel, Class of 1952.      
    Hi Pete, 
    Don Scales mentioning the (1952) earthquake reminds me of what I remember of that event.  
We lived at 300 Lucard St. (at one time the home of Erickson Funeral parlor), and about 5am the 
sky lit up, and a huge explosion outside of town from the earthquake. Whereupon my Dad got up 
and patiently shaved himself (straight razor and soap) while we were experiencing after-shocks. I 
asked him how he could do that, and he said "Well, I've got to go to work soon anyway." (He 
worked at 11-C Camp). 
    I spent the rest of  the summer cleaning bricks from store building roofs in downtown Taft. 
    And thanks for the weekly news about Taft.  
    Pete Fischel, TUHS Class of '52  
From Jennifer (Black) Christo, Class of 1966, from Redding CA 
    Hi Pete!  The Peacock Dairy brings back great memories to me and my sister, Connie Black 
Hatcher.  We lived in a house sandwiched between Peacock Dairy and what housed Taft 
Plumbing Company from 1949 to 1953.  My father, Bill Black and my uncle, Glenn Dolder Black 
owned Taft Plumbing Company, which to this day is still going strong!  On hot summer days my 
sister and I would dangle our feet between the iron fence grates that ran in front of our house with 
our hands held out for anyone that would give us treats of ice cream!   

From Milt Stark, Class of 1950, from Anaheim Hills, CA 
    Hi Pete, 
    There has been so much good stuff in your recent newsletters that it is difficult to know where 
to begin.  First of all, the best is just to see the names of old friends and acquaintances and to 
recall the good times at TUHS: Bill Barbat, ASB pres. my freshman year and fellow band 
member; Hugh Silcox; Lester Carlson, a Jackson St. neighbor; Herb Spencer, etc.  And they can 
all write!  Pete Magee is right - many high school English teachers of today DO NOT know 
grammar and punctuation rules, and we Wildcats need to give thanks daily for Newlee, Meyers, 
Peckham, et. al. I know this from my personal experience during 35 years of teaching and 
administrative duties at Los Altos High School in Hacienda Heights, CA.   I was together with 
classmates Charlie Kooken, Greg Orloff and Roland Pesante recently in Cambria for a little R&R, 
and we talked and shared for hours about Major Newlee, his friend Sarah Bailar, Maude Bunday, 
Pop Helma, Monty Reedy and a host of other unforgettable TUHS faculty members.  We also 
relived the Peacock Dairy days.  Every day I rolled my Bakersfield Californian newspapers and 
filled my bike bag before leaving the Mariposa News & Cigars location on North Street to make 
the one-block run to 510-512 Kern Street and the Peacock Dairy for a two-scoop cone of the best 
ice cream in the land.  My next stop was Rocky's Standard Station and Drive-in on north Sixth St. 
After downing a bottle of the coldest Coca-Cola in the land, I was ready to "cross the border" 
into Ford City and throw my route from Harrison St. south to Washington, about 100 papers.  
Anybody remember Rocky's?  Finally, have you found out yet whether or not the Newlee rules 



are still available at the West Kern Oil Museum?  I know a number of people who would like to 
have a copy.  Keep the newsletters coming, Pete.  THANKS!!   
    (NOTE: There was Washington Street at the east side of Ford City but was taken out when 
they built the expressway [Highway 119] on the eastern side of Taft.) 
    Milt Stark, Class of 1950  
    (NOTE:  When I delivered the Bakersfield California about in 1937-38, the Mariposa Cigar and 
News Co. was located at the north east corner of 4th and Main Street and was owned by a man 
named Emil Labhard.  At the time Runt Johnson worked for Labhard.  Johnson later owned the 
company and moved it to 422 North Street  -- also the location of the LA Times,  The Greyhound 
Bus Lines and the Cook Stages were also there.) 

From Larry Peahl, Class of 1953, from Bakersfield, CA  
    Hi Pete 
     A few of more items related to the creameries.  The Stuart referred to by Steve Barber is 
Elbridge Amos Stuart who started Carnation Company in 1899 in Kent, WA (as Pacific Coast 
Condensed Milk Co.).  There doesn’t appear to be any Stuarts in Taft when the Jersey Creamery 
started. 
   The Peacock Dairies were owned by Harrison Ross Peacock who lived in Bakersfield.  His wife 
was Harriet Wayne and their son’s name was Wayne which may explain Wayne’s Dairy which 
was also located in Taft at 406 S. Lincoln  from about 1957 to 1970. 
   Josephine and Leroy Binford owned Jo’s Delicatessen (210 Sixth St), Binford’s Barbecue (also 
210 Sixth), and Jo’s Home Bakery and Café (508 Center).  The Café moved to the Creamery 
building in 1960.  It is currently owned by Joe and Ofelia Fuller, and has been the home of the 
Taft Rotary Club since 1960. 
   Larry Peahl 
   (NOTE: Another bit of history -- it was building contractor, Floyd Cooley who remodeled the 
creamery building into a restaurant that the Binfords occupied.  Cooley was very good friend of 
mine.  He was also Taft's building inspector and served for a time as the city manager.  He was 
the man responsible for bringing the large garbage containers that we now have for garbage.  
Before those containers were put in, each home owner had to have his own garbage can and 
have it supported in such a way that they could not be tipped over.  Our alleys were a very 
unsightly mess before the large containers were put in by the city.) 

From Bob "Thumper" Johnson, Class of 1961, from Bakersfield 
 
   Pete, 
    When my family moved to Taft in 1949, we lived at 527 North Street.  Lairs Ice Cream Parlor 
was next door to the east and Jo Temple and daughter Janie lived next door to the west.  At that 
time Jo Temple (Later Binford) had a Delicatessen which faced 6th street, between North and 
Center streets. She used to give me Dill Pickles out the back door.  After she married Binford, she 
opened Jo's Restaurant on Kern Street.  That was the old Peacock Dairy, which if memory 
serves, had been taken over by Mr.Binford. 
    Bob "Thumper" Johnson,  Class of  61 

 

 

                                                     

  
   
  


